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If you look at most of our horses today,

you will nd that many of them probably
have some of the horses listed below in their
bloodlines. These horses left a big mark and
imperssion on Icelandic horse breeding, and
have helped shape the Icelandic horse as we
know it today. Several of them have produced
honor stallions and honor mares. | thought
it was interesting to write a little bit about
some of these horses to understand what they
produced, and why they left their mark.

There are some honor stallions that I didnt
list (although they obviously made big impres-
sions) as well as other great horses, because
there were just too many to list here, like GEski
frk Hofsst  um, Angi frk Laugarvatni, St gandi
frk Sau frkr ki, Oddur frk Selfossi,  ur frk
Breen, Andvari frk Ey, Galsi frk Sau £rkr ki,
and many more. A complete list of honor
stallions is in the 2010 StudBook.

There are many great horses that are repeat-
edly used nowadays, and their offspring are
looking promising. Going back in their blood-
lines, at some point in their breeding, you will
most likely see many of these great horses.

1940 1950

L singur 409 frE Vo melast um
151947184420
Although L singur only had 131 offspring, he
has left his mark on Icelandic horse breeding.
L singur was born in 1947 and was a very
impressive horse for his time. He was one of
the rst stallions to show very high leg lift
something very unusual for his time. His
movements were not just high, but had a great
moment of suspension. His son Stjarni frk
Svignaskar i, also known as Seeper-Stjarni,
really impressed with his amazing high lifting
t It. The famous breeding farm, Vatnsleysa,
repeatedly used L singur in their breeding. All
of their horses go back to him, including the
famous stallion Glampi fr& Vatnsleysu. This
high leg lift has been a strong genetic trait and
is seen in all of Vatnsleysus horses.

1951 1960

S afrk Sau Erkr Ki
151952257001
S awas a great breeding mare and her in u-
ence on Icelandic horse breeding was enor-
mous. She received honor prize for offspring in
1974, and provided the breeding foundation
for the breeding of Sveinn Gu mundsson from
Sau Erkr Kki. Nearly all of his horses descend
from S a. She was the mother of famous S rli
frk Sau Erkr ki, who became one of the most
in uential stallions in Iceland. S ahad 11
offspring, of which eight were judged and ve
received rst prize. Her dam was Ragnars-
Brenka, a closely in-bred mare, who was
Sveinns foundation mare. Two of S as daugh-
ters and one granddaughter have also won
honors awards for offspring.

Sveinn Gu mundsson of Sau &rkr kur
is said to have been (and still is with his son,
Gu mundur) one of the most in uential
breeders in Iceland. His horses have helped
produce many of todays great horses. His
horses gained a wonderful reputation for
having great character, willingness, strong
gaits, and good looks.

H r ur frk Kolku si

151957158589

H r ur was a very tall, strong horse with great
legs, good proportions, a beautiful proud neck,
and a strong old-fashioned ravens nose. His
gaits were all good, but his pace was excep-
tional. H r ur produced many beautiful, solid
horses with strong character, great stamina and
good gaits. H r ur is strongly inbred and is
one of the foundation stallions of the Kolku s
horses. He had 629 offspring and brought
Kolku s blood to many lines and improved
the stock. Many of the horses at Vatnsleysa

go back to H r ur, and they still have strong
Kolku sin uence in their breeding.
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Right: Hrafn fra Holtsmala
Photo: Eirikur Jonsson

Below right: Ofeigur fra Flugumyri
Photo: Eirikur Jonsson

The mare, Lyd a frk Vatnsleysu, who won
the t It nals at Landsm t, goes back to
H r ur twice on her mothers side, and the
famous stallion Feykir frk Hafsteinsst um
goes back to him on his sires side. The stallion
T rvom Rappenhof had H r ur in his pedi-
gree four times. He was a tall, elegant stallion
that combined the H r ur qualities in combi-
nation with more elegant modern features. He
was a 4-gaited superstar that had very strong
gait separation, huge movements, and uid

t It. He won the 4-gait and t It competition at

the 93 World Championship in Holland, and
went on to become one of the most in uential
stallions throughout Europe.

The Kolku s line is still richly represented
in the breeding at H lar and Hafsteinsst  um.

1961 1970

S rli fr& Sau Arkr ki
151964157001
S rli, born in 1964, was the rst to receive
honor stallion. He sired 1,192 offspring, and
many of his daughters became some of the
best mares in Iceland. He had very easy uid
movements with impressive gait abilities for
his time. Everything about S rli was easy and
available. He had a lovely character and great
willingness. S rli was not considered beautiful,
and had a course head, but his gaits were so
uid, and his character so friendly and coura-
geous, that he became very popular and was
used a lot. His genetic stability was great, con-
tributing to his offspring sharing many of his
features. Perhaps his offspring are most known
for their easy trainability and great willingness,
which are invaluable traits in horse breeding.
His offspring were predominantly 5-gaited,
with good leg action and uid, roomy, clear
gaits. Many S rli sons were used for breeding.
His son Blossi frk Sau £rkr ki was the sire of
famous Hervar frk Sau £rkr ki, who is the sire
of Otur frk Sau Erkr ki, who is the sire of the
famous Orri frE  ®fu. So we see the bloodlines
going straight back to S rli.

Ettur fr& Kirkjub
1S1967186102

Ettur was the foundation stallion of the
Kirkjub r horses, and most mares there are
his descendants. £ttur was naturally talented,
showing all gaits in the rst days of being
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started. He was a re ned horse, although
his conformation was not perfect. But his
offspring have an unusually elegant conforma-
tion, with a thin neck and a light body. These
features have been maintained in the stock.
Their gaits are correct, wide and beautiful,
producing talented, good looking, mostly
5-gaited riding horses.
Many of his sons have been used in breed-

ing, among them honor stallion St gandi
frk Sau rkr ki. His daughter Rau hetta frk
Kirkjub scored the highest marks any breed-
ing horse had ever received (8.81) at the 1994
Landsm t. She was 15 years old! His daughter

rk frE H lum became one of the best breed-
ing mares in Iceland, and her daughters and
descendants are the basis for the strong breed-
ing at H lar today. Honor stallion Angi frk
Laugarvatni goes back to  £ttur through his
sire. Angi produced horses with great legs,
and some incredible mares that have gone
on to produce many rst prize horses. Ettur
became an honor stallion in 1982.

Hrafn frk Holtsmela

151968157460

Hrafn might be the strongest of all breed-

ing horses today. People still talk about this
horse, and he has gone down in history as
maybe the most important breeding horse. In
Hrafn, two basic stock types have been united:
Sva asta ir and Hornafj r ur. Hrafnsin u-
ence on Icelandic breeding was enormous, and

will last for many years to come. Hrafn sired
1,121 horses, many of them great competition
horses. He produced an incredible amount of

rst prize stallions. There are so many famous
horses out of Hrafn, it would be too long to
list all of them here. Many of his daughters
were great and became very good breeding
mares, which are still sought after today. His
daughter, Herv r frk Sau £rkr ki, received rst
prize for offspring and was the dam of honor
stallion Hervar frk Sau Arkr ki. His son, okki
frk Gar i, received honors awards in 1994, and
Kol nnur frk Kjarnholtum 1 in 2000.

Hrafn was good looking and magni cent,
with rather slim hindquarters. He was built
rather long and less stocky than most horses
were at his time, having more of the modern
look we see in horses today. He was what Ice-
landers callag ingur with wide movements,
good willingness and leg action. His offspring
are elegant and beautiful, lightly built, have in-
credible gaits, and a charming character. Many
of them have gone on to produce great horses.

In 1982, he was awarded honor stallion.
Many people were surprised by Hrafns career,
because he just showed up at Holtsmeli, whos
breeding wasnt famous. He had great genetic
stability, even though there was no inbreed-
ing in his pedigree. An example of Hrafns
strength: at the 1994 Landsm t at Hella,






